
 

 

 
 

Direct Line:  
Date: 9 April 2026 
 
 
Manager Policy and Legislative Services 
2 Bedrock Place 
SHENTON PARK WA 6008 
 
BY EMAIL: consultation@workcover.wa.gov.au   

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
SUBMISSION TO WORKERS COMPENSATION AND INJURY MANAGEMENT ACT 
2023 PROPOSED ACT AMENDMENTS CONSULTATION PAPER 
 
The Insurance Commission of Western Australia (Insurance Commission) welcomes the 
opportunity to make a submission on the proposed amendments to the Workers 
Compensation and Injury Management Act 2023 (the Act).  
 
The submission focuses on supporting improvements that enhance efficiency and clarity, 
while maintaining appropriate safeguards to protect scheme integrity and manage  
fund exposure. 
 
The Insurance Commission’s position on each proposal is outlined at Attachment A.   
 
KEY PROPOSALS 
 
Extension of Medical and Health Expenses (Proposal 2) 
The Insurance Commission supports allowing extensions to the general limit for medical 
and health expenses under section 77 without arbitrator approval. This is consistent with 
previous practice and does not affect other worker entitlements.  
 
The Insurance Commission does not support extensions to limits under section 78 unless 
they remain subject to arbitrator oversight. Section 78 is intended to operate in more limited 
circumstances and contains specific eligibility criteria and safeguards, including 
assessment by an arbitrator.  
 
In addition, the Insurance Commission notes an implementation issue arising from the 
interaction of sections 78 and 79(2). The Insurance Commission recommends a review of 
the timeframe for special assessments under section 79(2), as the current requirements 
may delay eligibility for a special increase under section 78 and negatively affect workers’ 
access to this entitlement. 
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