
 

Workers’ Compensation and  
Injury Management Amendment Act 2011 

DIFFUSE PLEURAL FIBROSIS 

Background 

The pleura is the membrane lining the lung. Pleural plaques are areas or 
fibrosis present on the inner surface of that membrane. There is a generally 
accepted causal link between pleural plaques and exposure to asbestos. In 
some cases the plaques can extend throughout the lung as diffuse pleural 
fibrosis which can impact on lung function. 

Prior to 1 October 2011 the condition ‘pleural plaques (diffuse pleural 
fibrosis)’ was recognised as a scheduled industrial disease. However, 
workers with the disease were required to demonstrate the condition was due 
to the nature of any employment in which the worker was employed within 
one (1) year prior to the condition being diagnosed. This effectively precluded 
most claims. 

Amendments 

The 1 October 2011 amendments incorporate diffuse pleural fibrosis into the 
industrial disease provisions of the legislation on the same footing as other 
asbestos related diseases (pneumoconiosis, mesothelioma, or lung cancer). 
This means workers with diffuse pleural fibrosis will now only be required to 
establish previous work-related exposure to asbestos in order to progress 
their claim. 

During the Parliamentary process associated with the amendments the 
reference to the disease was changed from ‘pleural plaques (diffuse pleural 
fibrosis)’ to ‘diffuse pleural fibrosis’. 

Key Points 

• The effect of the inclusion of diffuse pleural fibrosis in the Act is to 
provide a presumption of liability in favour of the worker if it can be 
demonstrated they have the condition and were employed in work that 
exposed them to asbestos. 

• Compensation claims for asbestos related diseases (including diffuse 
pleural fibrosis) are referred to a medical panel for determination. The 
panel determines whether the worker is suffering from the relevant 
disease and, if so, the impairment suffered. 

• There is nothing in the legislation which prevents workers with pleural 
plaques which have not progressed to diffuse pleural fibrosis from 
making a claim for compensation provided they can establish they 
have a work related impairment. 
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